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We did it! We reached the end of 
another school year. With the height 
of the pandemic appearing to be 
behind us, we are thankful that we 
were able to end the year on a high 
note.
Over the last few weeks, our students, 
parents, and community have been able 
to enjoy traditional events such as our 
Senior Honors Dinner, Scholastic Awards 
and Scholarship Program, middle and high 
school band and choir concerts, prom, and 
other end-of-the-year activities, e.g. field 
trips, field days. This has been an exciting 
time to enjoy the wonderful opportunities 
at Buckeye Central and recognize our 
tremendous students.
Regarding our teachers and staff, I want 
to once again say thank you. Our students 
would not be where they are today without 
their dedication to keeping them moving 
forward in their educational journey and their 
social-emotional development. The last two 
years have been atypical at times, and I 
want to make sure we never take for granted 
the incredible team that we have here at 
Buckeye Central.

Becky Benfer, 2nd grade teacher, 
and Lisa McGinnis, Special 
Education Supervisor, retired at 
the end of this school year. Becky 
provided 35 years of dedicated 
service to Buckeye Central Schools. 
Lisa has been with Buckeye Central 
for the past 8 years. Congratulations 
to Becky and Lisa on their 
retirement. A heartfelt thanks for 
their service to our schools and 
students and wishing them the best 
in this next phase of their lives.

As we do every year, we said goodbye to 
another talented and incredibly caring class 
of students. We celebrated our 59 graduates 
at our May 15 graduation ceremony, and 
we’re so excited for what awaits them. 
COVID meant they had an unconventional 
high school experience, at times, but I know 
the lessons they learned along the way 
will serve them well in their life’s journey. 
Congratulations, and best wishes for the 
Class of 2022!
This summer will be BUSY around the 
district. We have a number of summer 
projects scheduled including painting of 
the elementary classrooms and hallway, 
blacktop repair and surfacing, MS 
gymnasium floor and stage refinishing, 
sandstone cleaning and sealing on the 
front of our building, installing a blacktop 
drive and handicapped parking area at 
our stadium, renovating the field house 
restrooms, and our routine cleaning 
throughout the building. We will also be 
replacing the 12-year old SmartBoards 
with CleverTouch electronic boards in the 
middle school and high school. Additionally, 
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That’s a Wrap
continued from page 1
we are completing a full renovation 
of the media center. This project is 
scheduled to run through the first 
part of September and will transform 
this important educational area into a 
truly student-centered facility similar 
to a campus-style student union. 
Upon completion, we will be able to 
provide after-school programs, study 
tables, homework assistance, peer 
and adult tutoring, and College Credit 
Plus (CCP) programming and study 
areas. Additionally, it is our intent to 
utilize the facility for a plethora of 
community-based initiatives. Related 
to this project, we will be expanding 
various areas throughout the building 
for much needed conference 
space, offices, special education 
programming, teacher professional 
development, student tutoring and 
testing.
While we ended the year with an 
extra surge of optimism, normalcy, 
and excitement running through our 
halls, we also addressed the waning 
challenges of the pandemic at points 
this year. As a result, this summer 
break is a well-deserved, and 
much-needed break for our students, 
families, and district. School resumes 
on Wednesday, August 24. Open 
House for grades PK-4; 6-12 is 
planned for Monday, August 22, from 
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 5th grade students 
will have a special Boot Camp/Open 
House Program on Tuesday, August 
16, from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. The Open 
House component runs from 6:30 - 
8:00 p.m. More information will be 
forthcoming. I hope everyone has a 
happy and healthy summer, and we 
look forward to seeing you in August!
Mark Robinson, Superintendent

Buckeye Central’s 
rigorous Research 

and Communication 
capstone course isn’t 
for the faint of heart.
So when eight students 

recently “graduated” from 
the class, teacher Mrs. Stout 

helped them celebrate with 
breakfast and other treats. 

She also invited alum Annah 
Kalb, who just graduated 

from Purdue University 
with her Ph.D., back to the 

classroom to talk to students 
about how they can put 

what they’ve learned to use. 
She even shared some of 
her published peer-review 

articles with the class.

Eight Students Complete Capstone Course

Elementary students recently 
came to school dressed like 
what they want to be when they 
grow up.
Cruz Rachel wants to be a bus driver 
for Buckeye Central when he grows 
up so he received a little extra help 
from one of our own. He asked his 
bus driver, Chet Cobb, if he had any 
bus driver clothes that would fit him! 
Chet made him a T-shirt to wear with 
a school bus that said Future Buckeye 
Central Bus Driver with his name on 
the back, and even got him a pair of 
sunglasses. Cruz was very happy with 
his “outfit” and looks a lot like his bus 
driver! This is just one example of how 
our bus drivers go above and beyond 
for the students of Buckeye Central. 

Dress Like Your 
Future Career Day
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For the first time in Buckeye Central history, one of 
our robotics teams traveled to the VEX Robotics World 
Championship, held in May in 
Dallas, Texas.
The team of Elliot Geissman, Noah Wilson, Isaac Hiler, and Jacob “J.J.” 
Hiler competed against 3,000 teams from 36 nations. They had a solid 
performance and an enjoyable time visiting the Lone Star State. Zac 
Kaple, mathematics teacher, serves as advisor to the team.
Buckeye Central’s robotics program started just four years ago, and at 
least one of the teams has qualified for the state championship each 
year. This year, there were three teams made up of four students each. 
Throughout the year, they use the engineering design process to build 
and code a robot to accomplish specific tasks. 
The district’s STEAM Lab, which opened last year, provides the 
students with additional space, tools, and resources to aid them in their 
quest to compete against the best. 

Robotics Team 
Makes Run at World 
Championship Title

Building Animal Habitat 
Helps Students Learn 

About Different Species

First grade students recently researched a variety of 
animals, learning about their appearance, what they eat 
and their habitat.
To better help them retain what they’d learned, they created 
trioramas that represented the animal’s environment and presented 
them to the class along with a presentation in Google Slides.  
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Sixth graders recently put their 
leadership, teaching and mentoring 
skills into practice through 
STEAM Days. 
Throughout the week, they hosted elementary 
students in grades 2-4 and completed various 
stations of STEAM activities. This year’s 
stations included putt putt golf where students 
had to do math to figure out their golf score 
compared to par; chemical reactions; making 
silly putty; and learning about cloud formation 
and painting clouds. 
At the end of each day, students enjoyed an 
assembly, but Friday’s Dance Party - where 
sixth graders taught younger students dances 
like the Electric Slide - was certainly the 
favorite!
Thank you to the Buckeye Central Foundation, 
who made the three days worth of activities 
possible, and to the teachers who helped 
organize the event. 

STEAM Days 
A Success
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Congratulations to the girl’s 
basketball team who made it 

to this year’s final four!
It was an excellent experience 
for our athletes, students and 
community. Buckeye Central 
made a name for itself for its 

traveling fan section. Thank you 
to everyone who followed the 

team’s journey and continuously 
supports all of our 

student-athletes.

Shootin’ 
Hoops 
at the 

Final Four

Thanks to a grant from the 
Endowment Committee, our 
youngest learners have new 
preschool and kindergarten 
playground equipment!

Students are skipping, stomping and balancing 
their way through recess with Skip-Its, Monster 
Stompers, GameForts and balance beam 
blocks. Not only does the equipment help 
children have fun, it is helping them further 
develop their gross motor skills. 

Skip, 
Stomp, 

Hop!
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This year’s middle school field day provided students 
with a plethora of activities to choose from, including 
relay races, dodgeball, an escape room and art.
Students had to select five programs to participate in and rotated 
every half hour throughout the day. 
One project, which was new to the field day lineup based on 
feedback that some students prefer to be inside, was a watercolor 
art class. Ms. Niedermeier created a short painting lesson and 
students followed a video to learn how to paint a landscape. 
Another station involved hiking at the Outdoor Learning Lab where 
students discovered the great Beech Tree on Beach Trail just off the 
Buckeye Trail. They also identified several animal paths created by 
deer, raccoons and other woodland creatures. Mrs. Williamson, a 
science teacher, encouraged students to bring their families to tour 
the Solar System and the nature preserve this summer. 
An ice cream truck was also on-site and students received tickets so 
they could enjoy a cup of their favorite flavor. The day was a great 
way for staff and students to relax leading up to summer break. 

Field Day Provides 
New Experiences

The Outdoor Learning Lab is open to 
the public during daylight hours, and 
features hiking trails across its 10 ½ 

acres, a pavilion for picnics, meetings 
and gatherings, and a solar system 
map. Electricity is available. Guests 

must carry in and out all supplies and 
trash. If you are interested in reserving 
the pavilion for a family outing, please 

contact the school at (419) 492-2864 to 
obtain a facilities use permit.

Add Outdoor Learning Lab to Your Must See Summer List
If you’re looking for a place to enjoy the outdoors this summer and maybe even learn a little, Buckeye 
Central has the place for you!



7Buckeye Brief   •   Summer 2022

District administrators are currently seeking input on the spending of 
specific state and federal program funds for the 2022-2023 school year:  

Title I-A Improving Basic Programs - Reading and Math 
Intervention

Title I-A provides supplemental support for reading and mathematics 
intervention for at-risk students at qualifying nonpublic and public 
schools.  Fundable evidence-based activities may include employee 
salaries, professional development, instructional materials, 
equipment and parental involvement.  Buildings must meet eligibility 
requirements for funding and services.

Title II-A Supporting Effective Instruction
Title II-A funds may be utilized for developing and implementing 
mechanisms to recruit, train and retain highly qualified teachers.  
Districts may also use these funds to reduce class size, particularly in 
the early grades.

Title IV-A Student Support and Academic Enrichment
The purpose of the Title IV-A grant program is to improve students’ 
academic achievement through strategies and activities to support a 
well-rounded and supportive educational program.  

IDEA-B Special Education and IDEA-B Early Childhood Special 
Education

Allowable expenditures for IDEA-B resources include:
• Salaries and benefits for Intervention Specialists and 

paraprofessionals;
• Instructional supplies and equipment designed to increase student 

achievement while increasing access to the general curriculum;
• Substitute costs associated with IEP meetings;
• Professional development;
• Excess costs and
• Specialized instructional supplies.

ESSER  
Of the total ESSER dollars allocated to school districts, 20% must be used 
to address learning loss through the implementation of evidence-based 
interventions. Districts are required to ensure these interventions respond 
to students’ social, emotional, and academic needs. Additionally, districts 
must pay particular attention to student subgroups such as children from 
low-income families, children with disabilities, students experiencing 
homelessness, and children and youth in foster care.

Remaining LEA funds may be used for a wide range of activities to address 
needs arising from the coronavirus pandemic, including

• Training and professional development on sanitizing and minimizing 
the spread of infectious diseases.

• Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the LEA’s facilities.
• Repairing and improving school facilities to reduce risk of virus 

transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards. 
• Improving indoor air quality. 
• Developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the 

preparedness and response efforts of LEAs. 
• Planning for or implementing activities during long-term closures, 

including providing meals to eligible students and providing 
technology for online learning. 

• Purchasing educational technology (including hardware, software, 
connectivity, assistive technology, and adaptive equipment) for 
students.

• Providing mental health services and supports, including through the 
implementation of evidence based full-service community schools 
and the hiring of counselors. 

• Planning and implementing activities related to summer learning and 
supplemental after-school programs. 

• Addressing learning loss; and 
• Other activities that are necessary to maintain operation of and 

continuity of and services, including continuing to employ existing or 
hiring new LEA and school staff.

Those interested in commenting on spending associated with the individual 
State and Federal Programs are encouraged to contact Diane Ervin using 
the following email: dervin@bcbucks.org

Buckeye Central Local Schools 
Seek Input on State and 
Federal Grants

Test scores are just one indicator of a student’s overall performance, but early state 
testing results show that Buckeye Central students once again outperformed other 
districts around the state. This is a testament to both our parents and school staff.
Additionally, Zoey Hoskins and Garrett Vaughn were awarded Crawford County 
BEST awards. The awards are designed to recognize students who exhibit 
outstanding work ethic by continually doing their best, putting forth effort, 
committing to the responsibilities they undertake, being cooperative, working well 
on a team, and being reliable and trustworthy.
We recognized a number of students at this year’s Academic Awards Night as well. 
First, 78 students received their Academic Pin. Then, 19 seniors were recognized 
with an Honors Diploma, and we celebrated the fact that the class of 2022 
earned $1.2 million in scholarships. Congratulations to all of our students on their 
academic achievement!

Buckeye Central a Leader in Academics



Slime Night Promotes Family Fun

On March 25, Buckeye Central Elementary 
students and families came together for a 
nontraditional night of fun: Slime Night!
The evening kicked off with a pizza party and sweet 
treats before participants got down to business 
learning how to make slime. The family night was 
sponsored by the PTO and was a great way to involve 
parents in their child’s school experience and build 
strong family-school partnerships. 
Several families also received passes to local destinations 
including Altitude Trampoline Park, Roselawn Mini Golf, and Glo-In-One Indoor Mini Golf to 
encourage families to keep finding ways to have meaningful experiences together. The PTO 
would like to thank all who helped make the event a success! 
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Each year, students in Mrs. Biglin’s class consistently say 
studying butterflies and getting to watch them transform 
from caterpillars is their favorite lesson of the year.  
The class begins by reading Eric Carle’s “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar” and discussing the life cycle of different plants and animals 
such as chickens, frogs, flowers, and butterflies. Then, they watch as their 
caterpillar’s munch and grow, then make their way to the top of the container 
to begin their transformation. They wrap themselves in a cocoon before 
hatching into beautiful butterflies that students get to release outside. 
Mrs. Biglin always points out that just like the butterflies, her students have 
transformed and grown throughout the school year. 

Butterflies 
Emerge
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Early Learners Graduate From Bitty Bucks Preschool

 On May 12, 26 of our early learners graduated from the Bitty Bucks Preschool!
During the ceremony, children sang two songs – “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” and 
“Thank You.” They also shared their career aspirations which included artist, baby 
nurse, doctor, teacher, paleontologist, school bus driver, mermaid, Spider-man, Black 
Panther, mom, dad, scientist, astronaut, construction worker, and rescue firefighter.  
Following the ceremony, the graduates received personalized popsicle holders and 
cake pops.  Congratulations to the future Buckeye Central High School class of 2035!
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Our concert choir, show choir and wind ensemble closed out the school year with a spring concert. 
The concert was a reflection of Mrs. Niese and the students’ hard work this year. Well done!

Performing 
Arts Students 

Close 
Year With 

Performances

Cafeteria News
For the past two years, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has provided free lunch to all students 
of public schools to assist with recovery from the 
pandemic. Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, 
students will once again be required to pay for school 
meals. 

Breakfast & Lunch Prices…
Breakfast  $1.75
Elementary  $2.75
MS/HS  $3.00
Adults   $3.65

If you believe you qualify for free or reduced 
lunch, please complete the paperwork for the 
upcoming school year.

Congratulations to our spring athletes! As of this writing, the girl’s 
and boy’s track teams are headed to districts. Additionally, our 
baseball team placed third in the league and ended the season 
as a participant in the district semi-final tournament competition. 

Spring Sports Update

Tea, Anyone?
British Literature students, many of whom 
are seniors, recently celebrated their 
learning from the year and said farewell 
to their teacher, classmates and Buckeye 
Central in the most appropriate way - 
through a tea party! Mrs. Stout provided 
tea, hot water and table decorations while 
students brought in tasty treats to share 
with one another. 
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